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CONFIDENTIAIAL PHNOM PENH 5023 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, UNICEF, CB 

SUB J : UNICEF OPERATIONS IN PHNOM PENH 

REFS: A.) USUN 0876 
B.) PHNOM PENH 4887 

1. WE NOTE IN REFTEL (A) STATEMENT OF UN SPOKESMAN THAT UNICEF 
STAFF IN PHNOM PENH IS "INCREASING ITS EFFORTS TO MEET SOME OF 
THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN". (AFP COVERAGE OF STATEMENT HAS BEEN 
REPRINTED IN DAILY GKR BULLETIN). IT APPEARS, HOWEVER, THAT 
UNICEF REPRESENTATIVE IGNATIEFF (A CANADIAN) IS SELECTIVE IN 
THE NEEDS HE CHOOSES TO FOCUS ON. AS INDICATED REFTEL (B). HE 
WAS ASKED TO TAKE PART IN THE EXPANDED RICE DISTRIBUTION EFFORT 
UNDER TITLE H OF P.L. 480, MUCH OF WHICH IS SPECIFICALLY 
EARMARKED FOR NEEDY CHILDREN. IGNATIEFF, HOWEVER, REFUSED TO 
ACCEPT TITLE II RICE FOR DISTRIBUTION, PRESUMABLY IN THE CONTEXT 
OF THE UNICEF DESIRE TO REMAIN "NEUTRAL" AND "LONG TERM" 

(REF B). 

2. WE LEAVE TO DEPARTMENT QUESTION AS TO WHETHER 
OR NOT IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE FOR USUN TO BRING THIS 
CONTRADICTION TO ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE UN OFFICIALS. 
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